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Welcome to Trails Mix, an extra helping of Family Trails goodness.
Each quarter, our #FamilyTrails community will receive a digital edition of the
Trails Mix bundle packed with ideas and inspiration designed to spark more
family adventuring and learning together. We’ll also feature highlights from the
best of Family Trails – the stories shared by our families around the world.
From tips to activities to expert interviews, we hope you’ll find that Trails Mix
encourages your family to get out and get going – wherever the trail may lead you.
Have an idea for an upcoming edition of Trails Mix?
Email us at community@familytrails.com.
To connect with thousands of other families learning through adventure,
join the #FamilyTrails conversation on Instagram by following us
@FamilyTrails.
We’d love to hear from you!

T OYO TA FA M I LY T R A I L S is an adventure
brought to life thanks to a partnership between the
National Center for Families Learning (NCFL) and
Toyota. Since 1989, NCFL has helped more than
two million families make educational progress.
We believe that all parents can help their children
succeed in school and in life. The family unit is
the one constant across the educational spectrum,
but family engagement in education doesn’t happen
on its own. NCFL pioneered Parent and Child Together
(PACT) Time,® bridging the gap that often exists
between school, home, and community.
At Family Trails, we believe your family is the best
teacher your child will ever have. Together, we hope
to inspire parents and kids to let their imaginations lead
them on a daily exploration and adventure through
the world around them and the classroom of life.
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Family stories are the heart and soul of Family Trails.
Check out these two amazing stories contributed by the
Family Trails community and get to know the rest of
our contributors by visiting familytrails.com/blog.
Interested in submitting your own family
adventure story? Visit familytrails.com/share.
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as told by M A R Y A N N S E E L B A C H

STO R I ES FRO M T H E T RAI L ··· · · · CAPE HE N LOPE N STATE PARK

“You don’t have to travel far for family adventures,
and we love to take advantage of that.”
MARY ANN SEELBACH
@marezydotes
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When we moved to Delaware last summer, we were
so excited to explore and find our new favorite spot
for outdoor adventures. It didn’t take us long to find it!

Cape Henlopen State Park is only about twenty minutes down the
road from our house. It is absolutely perfect for a family day out.
Each and every time we visit, we find a new place to explore.
It has a long fishing pier that the kids love to run down to see the
lighthouse or the the Cape May Ferry floating by. The cape has a
number of sandy beaches where we hunt for seashells and pretty
pebbles. There are paths throughout the park for hiking, biking, and
even horseback riding. (Just be sure to look at the map or your one
mile hike will turn into three miles!) The paths go from a forest full
of pines to marshes with streams and ponds then down to the beach.
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One thing we never knew about Delaware was that
it was prepared for invasion during WWII. Historic
Fort Miles is a very interesting place to explore for
any history buff. They have watch towers, barracks,
and weapons to view and explore.
The last time we went to Cape Henlopen, we went
to Herring Point, which is at the end of the Delaware
Bay. Verity and Charlie really loved the rock walls
and watching the waves crash and splash.
Verity is a climber and it took her no time at all to
climb the rocks and look at the beautiful view. If you
wait around long enough, you might even spot a dolphin!
You don’t have to travel far for family adventures,
and we love to take advantage of that.

LIFE
living

MOMENTS

as told by M I C H E L L E G A R C I A

STO R I ES FRO M T H E TRAI L · · · · · · LI FE LIV I N G MOME N TS

Life is what happens in those inbetween moments; those times
between the chaos of work, school,
and schedules. We want to foster a lifestyle

that focuses more on these “life living” moments
than our hectic to-do lists. Every month, Edward
and I, along with our two girls, Olivia and
Harper, take at least a few days to live our “real
lives.” It is a time to get away from the busy-ness
and just be together as a family. We use these
times to dive deeper into our relationships with
each other and create long, lasting memories
so we leave our kids with a legacy full of
family adventures. We also believe that there
is so much our daughters can learn from our
adventures by studying history, geography, and
science in any given National Park. They will
learn to appreciate people of different cultures
by visiting a new country, and there is nothing
like a long car ride to teach them the character
traits of patience and self-control.
Mark Twain spoke directly to my heart when
he wrote, “Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry,
and narrow-mindedness…Broad, wholesome,
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charitable views of men and things cannot be
acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the
earth all one’s lifetime.” Recently, we visited one
of the country’s most treasured National Parks,
Yosemite. It was spring and the park’s waterfalls
were overflowing with snow melt from the
record-breaking snowfall this past winter.
We felt like we had to see the iconic waterfalls
in all their glory.
On this day, we spent the morning wandering
through the meadows and had a picnic lunch
on the boardwalk under Yosemite Falls. Amid
the deep hum of the nearby falls, tiny raindrops
began to dance on the water’s surface all around
us. Afterward, we hiked over to the falls to get
a closer look. The amount of water flow was
staggering and left the areas below in a dense,
wet mist. We then led ourselves to the Yosemite
Art Center which offers a variety of classes
and activities for all ages. While there, the girls
created playful masks of their favorite Yosemite
animal. Once finished, they increased their fun
by donning their new creations and making
animal sounds.
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Traveling is a wonderful opportunity for active learning as a family.
The National Parks do a great job providing resources for their visitors.
We use the park brochure as our guide and teacher for the day. We also
participate in the Junior Ranger Program at each National Park we visit.
The Junior Ranger program encourages a sense of wonder and pride in the
parks by promoting learning activities that will earn kids a prized Junior
Ranger Badge after taking an oath to promise to protect our parklands.
(Our favorite badge is from Muir Woods National Monument and made
of actual Redwood.)
We can’t imagine a better way for our kids to learn and foster creativity
than through direct interaction. Sure, traveling with young kids is challenging
at times. We get our fair share of “Are we there yet?” There are plenty of
impromptu temper tantrums and emergency pull over bathroom stops.
We push through that though, because we hope that our travels will help our
children see the big picture: enjoying and appreciating a life that celebrates
each other and the opportunities we have, not glorifying busy-ness.
We hope to do this by exposing them to experiences that will turn them
into adults who are knowledgeable, grateful, and humble.

“We want to foster a lifestyle that focuses more on these
“life living” moments than our hectic to-do lists.”
MICHELLE GARCIA
@thekinfolkadventure
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EXPLORE FURTHER
E X T E N D E D L E A R N I N G with T H E S E E L B AC H FA M I LY
1. Talk to your children about the various types of mountains and how they are formed.
Research mountains on the internet, comparing the height of the mountains nearest to your home.
Use modeling clay or Play-Doh to build your own colorful mountain range and give it a name. Children can
use markers or paint to color the mountains as well as embellish them with objects such as sequins and
marbles, or add other natural features such as water and trees to your geographical creation.
2. Using library books or research from the internet, learn with your children about the
Seven Wonders of the World. What do they consider to be the Seven Wonders of their bedroom,
house or community? Have your children take photos or draw pictures of these items or places, noting what
makes these objects or spaces wonderful. Compile the pictures or photos to make a family book of wonders.
3. Explore Wonder of the Day® #1047: “How are Mountains Made?
with your family at wonderopolis.org.

E X T E N D E D L E A R N I N G with T H E G A R C I A FA M I LY
1. Take a family hike to explore your community and identify your own animal neighbors!
Using recycled materials, create animal sculptures representing those that live in your region.
As you work together to build your animals, talk about concepts such as shape, form and texture.
Discuss animal habitats and how humans can protect animals’ environments.
2. Locate a nearby state or national park. After a family visit, help your children create their own
maps and brochures for the areas they visited. Write about and illustrate the sights and landmarks they
explored as a way to share with family and friends.
3. Explore Wonder of the Day® #326: “Does Every State Have a National Park?”
with your family at wonderopolis.org.
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At Family Trails, we believe all families
can learn and grow together through
exploration and adventure. In this spirit,
in each edition of Trails Mix you’ll find
feature pieces spotlighting a diverse
range of adventurers from around the
country, blazing their own trail.
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as told by E R I K S T O R M
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The spirit of adventure has taken #FamilyTrails
families far and wide. From neighborhood parks to
national parks, seaside tide pools to mountainside
views, you never know where the trail will lead
next. Today we’re transporting you to the land of leis and

alohas – the big island of Hawaii. Erik Storm is a certified
professional guide at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.
He’s passionate about introducing families to Hawaii’s
beauty and splendor, as well as giving visitors a taste of the
local culture and lore. The Family Trails team recently sat
down to talk to Erik about Hawaii, volcanoes and how to
get the most out of your family adventures.
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Here’s what he had to say:
WHAT’S SOMETHING PEOPLE ARE SURPRISED
TO LEARN WHEN THEY VISIT THE VOLCANO?
A lot of people come here with the anticipation
that it’s going to be really a dangerous place.
When we get young kids on the tour, I see
them gripping their mom or dad’s legs. I blame
Hollywood for that. There are different kinds
of volcanoes in the world. In some areas you
get stratovolcanoes, which are different from
what we have in Hawaii. Mount St. Helens in
Washington State and Mount Fuji in Japan
are good examples. They’re very steep, very
explosive and they’re absolutely dangerous
when they erupt. In Hawaii, we have what
are called “shield volcanoes,” which aren’t
necessarily explosive. Not to say it couldn’t
happen, but throughout recorded history –
and even previous to recorded history with the
Hawaiian stories and hulas that we interpret –
we found that Kilauea has never had any really
dangerous, explosive events.
In 1959, we had a fountaining event where lava
shot 1900 feet into the air. In general, however,
a shield volcano like Kilauea probably would
never make it in the movies because it would
be, “The volcano erupted. Everybody took
pictures. End of story.” In terms of being a
relatively stationed volcano and being within
a hands reach of flowing lava, there aren’t not
too many other places in the world that you can
experience that. As long as we’re smart and safe
about it, we can walk away to tell the tale.
WHAT ARE SOME COOL OR LITTLE-KNOWN
FACTS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH
PEOPLE ABOUT THE VOLCANO OR THE LAVA?
We have the largest lava lake in the world.
If we’d done this interview a couple of months
ago, I wouldn’t have been able to say that.
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Another little-known fact about our lava here in
Hawaii is that its viscosity is really interesting.
It’s a misperception that our lava in Hawaii
flows very quickly. On average, it moves at
about the same pace as a person walks.
Obviously, that depends on the slope, but
typically the lava moves slowly enough that
you can safely get within a hand’s reach.
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE COMMON QUESTIONS
THAT YOU HEAR FROM KIDS?
In general, kids are really interested in cultural
folklore tales because they have this natural,
almost “Disney effect” to them. Children enjoy
learning about our gods and goddesses.
As long as we present the stories in a way
that’s digestible, I think they really grasp these
concepts. One of the stories kids are often
intrigued by is that of our goddess, Pele HonuaMea. We just call her Pele for short. One recent
cause for the curiosity is the movie Moana.
The film includes references to not only
Hawaiian culture, but also Polynesian culture.
When kids ask “Who is Pele,” that’s a
complicated question. It could easily take five or
six hours to go through the whole story of Pele,
but here’s an abridged version about how Pele
traveled to Hawaii from Tahiti with her younger
sister, Hi’iaka, and her brother, Kamohoali’i,
who was half shark and half human.
There was a god of the active volcanoes and the
lava here in Hawaii, and his name was Ailā’au,
which essentially translates to, “the forest
eater.” (Makes a lot of sense when you see these
vast landscapes that have been repaved by lava.)
Ailā’au heard that Pele was on a journey through
Polynesia, looking for a pit of fire to live in.
Ailā’au started to go around the big island of
Hawaii to talk to some other chiefs and elders.
Ailā’au knew that Pele was a very fiery goddess.

G U EST T RA I L G U I D ES ······ HAWAI ’ I VOLCAN OES N ATI ON AL PARK

When it was confirmed that she was on her way, the story goes that he walked
all the way down to the ocean, got into his double-hulled canoe, paddled out and
nobody ever heard from him again. That’s a sign of how revered and frightened
people are of the goddess.
Pele was in her double-hulled canoe with her younger sister Hi’iaka. The first
island they found was Kaua’i, which is our northernmost island in the chain.
Pele had a very special stick called an Ō’ō bar. Hawaiian people still use Ō’ō bars
to this day, working the land so they can plant some of the more traditional root
crops like sweet potatoes and taro.
Pele’s Ō’ō bar was really special because it was designed to look for a pit of fire.
When she first got to Kaua’i, she dug her Ō’ō bar into the ground. She looked
at her brother and said, “I don’t think this is it. Let’s get back in the canoe.”
They began to travel south, where they encountered the island of Oahu.
Same thing happens. Pele digs around with her Ō’ō bar, nothing to be found.
Continuing through the chain, Lanai, Kahoolawe, some of the smaller islands,
the primary island of Maui. From a cultural perspective, this is how all the old,
extinct volcanoes on the other islands were created. As scientists, we know that
it’s geological, and we understand the plate tectonics and the hot spot theories.
From a cultural perspective, it was the result of Pele digging around that created
all these old craters.
Finally, Pele reaching the big island where we have five volcanoes. The first one she
hit was Kohala, our northernmost volcano, followed by Mauna Kea. At both, she
found nothing. Then she got to Hualalai, which is on the Kona side of the big island.
This time when she dug her Ō’ō bar in the ground a little bit of steam came out.

STATE OF
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“The Hawaiian people really appreciate when visitors
try to grasp as much of the culture as they can.”
E R I K ST O R M
@ k ila uea ecog uid es
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She looked at her brother and her sister and
smiled. “I think we’re getting pretty close.”
The next volcano is Mauna Loa. She goes to
the top of Mauna Loa and starts digging her
Ō’ō bar around. This time steam and heat come
out. She knows she’s getting really, really close.
The final volcano is Kilauea. When she got here
and dug her Ō’ō bar around, the lava fountained
out of the ground and Pele knew she had found
the home she was in search of.
This is just a brief version of the story. There
are hulas that they take an hour or two just to
dance through the whole thing. They tell the
story in its entirety, including all the little twists
and turns Pele and her siblings encountered
along the way.
WHY DO YOU THINK IT’S IMPORTANT THAT
PEOPLE GO OUT AND EXPERIENCE THE VOLCANO
TO SEE LEARN ABOUT IT?
One thing that happens in Hawaii quite
frequently, unfortunately, is that people come
here and limit their stay to Waikiki. They see
the shopping and gimmicky tourist things that
draw people to that area. They may not even
leave their resort. Coming to a place like Hawaii
Volcanoes National Park, you get a cultural
perspective that you might not get if you stayed
somewhere like Waikiki or the Four Seasons
Resort. With resorts, you have to remember
that their goal is to get you there. Once they do,
they don’t want you to leave.
It’s unfortunate when people miss out on
real Hawaiian experiences, and the volcano
is certainly one of those. In fact, last year
our national park became the number one
destination in the state of Hawaii. Prior to
that it was Pearl Harbor.

I’m not Hawaiian, but I’ve been here long enough
to understand that the Hawaiian people really
appreciate when visitors try to grasp as much
of the culture as they can. One of our goals is to
really link science and the culture. Historically,
scientists and the cultural practitioners didn’t
really work together. Today, we have geologists
who are fluent in Hawaiian and cultural
practitioners that with geology degrees.
WHAT’S THE STORY WITH THE HAWAIIAN BERRY?
We always talk about Pele on tour. When you
see pictures of Pele, she has fire in her eyes and
lava hair. We want to stay on her good side, so we
adhere to traditional cultural practices, some of
which have been around for hundreds of years.
One of those traditions involves the Ōhelo berry.
The Ōhelo berry is a native endemic plant.
That means you won’t find it anywhere else
in the world; it’s specific to Hawaii. The Ōhelo
berry is a distant relative of the blueberry and
a cranberry. They are edible and delicious.
Pele also loves Ōhelo berries. In fact, Ōhelo
berries tend to be red and orange in color.
Almost anything you find in Hawaii that has
some type of red color is going to be directly
linked to the goddess Pele. When we’re out in
the field on tour and want to try some of these
berries, we adhere to the tradition of making
the first berry a Ho’okupu. Ho’okupu essentially
translates to “an offering.”
Because Pele loves Ōhelo berries, you don’t want
her to start gobbling them all up. We make our
offering by taking the first berry and throwing
it out into the volcanic lava field. As you do this,
you say, “Aloha, Pele!” By throwing the berry,
you’re also helping disperse the seeds. This
Ho’okupu concept is important on Kilauea

Volcano because people come here to make offerings to the goddess.
Sometimes, people bring a lei or a certain type of fish that is red in coloration.
A Ho’okupu to Pele could also be a thought in your mind, a chant, or even a hula.
There are all different kinds of ways to recognize that you’re in Pele’s home.
Just like you would when visiting any friend or family member, you want to be a
good guest. Hawaiians consider the volcano the home of the goddess. When we
eat these native berries it’s a fun part of the tour, but it also drives home that
cultural respect.
WHAT ADVICE TO YOU HAVE FOR FAMILIES WHO WANT TO DO MORE ADVENTURING TOGETHER?
Be prepared and be careful. Also, I recommend letting go of expectations.
Sometimes things will go wrong. Maybe somebody needs to use the restroom and
you’re not around a restroom. Maybe the kids get tired because they’ve been riding
around in a car or a van all day. It’s not the end of the world. It doesn’t matter
what you get to see while you’re here, as long as you get to experience something.
When people come with preset expectations in their minds, it’s easier to be
disappointed or frustrated at the end of the day. For us, eruption conditions
change frequently. One day the lava lake is really high at the summit and we can
see spattering lava shooting 40 feet into the air. The next day the lava lake could
drop out of sight and we don’t get to see it anymore.
You may not get to see lava shoot up into the air, but instead you may get to see this
beautiful orange illumination just lighting up the entire sky above the volcano.
Whatever you encounter, it will be pretty amazing. Come with an open mind and
a sense of adventure, because literally anything can happen here.

BETWEEN
THE BOOKS
a guide to your
local library

MEET THE LIBRARIANS

Lauren Simon, Community Librarian at Tualatin Public Library
Melanie Pullen, Regional Youth Services Supervisor at Sequoyah Regional Library
Shannon Greene, Library Assistant IV at Greenville County Library System
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Quiet may have once been the name of
the game when it came to visiting the
library, but today’s libraries have evolved
into vibrant, thriving places for learning,
growing, and exploring. This month, a few of

our favorite librarians are sharing their expertise.
Read on – we guarantee you’ll want to curl up
with the family and a good book!
WHAT IS A LIBRARY’S BEST-KEPT SECRET?
LS: The silent public library is a rare thing.
We like to roar like lions with children during
story time, have music shows around the
fireplace, and help patrons learn English
during our classes. We want it to be a vibrant,
active place that our community will look
forward to visiting.
SG: The coolest services the library has
are Internet-accessible collections – think
audiobooks, e-books, music, and even TV shows
and movies. My personal favorite, which I use
daily, is called Hoopla. If you have a library
card, you can use it to listen to audiobooks (and
not just weird, obscure ones, though those are
available, too!). And don’t forget the e-books
and videos, too!
WHAT CAN PARENTS DO TO BOOST THEIR CHILD’S
CONFIDENCE IN THEIR READING SKILLS?
LS: Read together. If reading is fun and a great
way to spend time with the parent, kids will be
more interested in doing it. Children tend to

copy what their parents do, so if parents model
reading at home, their children will be more
likely to read at home.
MP: We have a program in our library system
called CAREing Paws. This program invites
kids to come in and read to a therapy dog.
These children practice their “book at home”
(extra reading) and then come in and read to a
non-judgmental, furry listener who won’t laugh
if the child stumbles or makes a mistake.
SG: What boosted my confidence as a kid (and
I’ve seen it in action with other kids), was having
access to a wide variety of books at my home,
whether from the library or personal collection.
Also, my mom and dad read to me from an early
age, and my mom took the time to teach me how
to read words and understand simple sentences
before I was in kindergarten. Just make it a fun
priority and surround them with books!
HOW CAN PARENTS GET THEIR KIDS EXCITED
ABOUT READING?
LS: Let their child choose what they like to read.
Find books about their interests. Try graphic
novels. Check out audiobooks on road trips.
Any reading is good reading! If the child gets
very excited about reading, the more likely he or
she is to read. The more you do something, the
better you get at it. Your local librarian can also
suggest books that would be a good match for
your child’s age and interests.

P G. 3 3

GU EST
T RATILS
RA I LM IGXU ·····
I D ES VO
······L. BE
2 /TWE
I S SUE
E N THE
2 / BOOKS:
SUM MAE RG UI
2017
DE TO YOUR LOCA L LIBRA RY

MP: When I speak to kids, I try to find out about their interests and passions.
We have fiction and nonfiction books on subjects like Minecraft, Legos, and
princesses! What kid could resist Diary of a Minecraft Zombie? Children are
more motivated to read books they are interested in and that translates into
more reading. More reading leads to more confidence. Set a good example
by reading yourself. Show interest in what your child is reading by asking
questions like, “What is your favorite part?” Lastly, I always like to recommend
audio books for kids who might be reluctant readers. Everyone enjoys listening
to a good story and they can follow along in the printed version!
CAN YOU RECOMMEND ANY BOOKS FOR NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKING
PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO ENJOY TOGETHER?
LS: Libraries will frequently have foreign language collections, so parents can
read in their first language. Once a child establishes fluency in one language,
it’s much easier for them to become confident and fluent in another. Wordless
books can also be a great resource for parents who speak other languages. The
illustrations tell the story and parent and child can invent their own stories
together. Wordless books can also be a good choice for parents who might not
be literate, but want to encourage their children to become confident readers.
MP: Children of all ages like to read classics. There is a reason certain
books have been popular and remain popular. Stories like Goodnight
Moon, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, and Harry Potter books
are perennially our most checked out books. So parents, even if they are
non-native English speakers, can always count on a good classic as a sure
winner to share and enjoy with their children.
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SG: All branches of our library system have
a bilingual and Spanish language collection
both for kids and grown-ups, since the system
serves a good number of Spanish first-language
patrons. But if learning English is the goal for
either or both the parent or the child, start with
simple picture books in English. These are great
because they feature images of basic concepts
such as food, facial expressions, colors,
or numbers, and identify them in English.
WHAT BOOK FROM YOUR CHILDHOOD HAD THE
GREATEST IMPACT ON YOU AND WHY?
LS: The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf was a
bedtime story that my father read to me over and
over again. I loved spending time with him and
learned to love reading as a result. That passion
has stayed with me for my whole life.
MP: Growing up my mom loved Dr. Seuss,
so I remember loving the rhymes and made-up
words in his stories. When I was in elementary
school A Wrinkle in Time was popular and
I loved the mystery. In eighth grade, we read
A Tale of Two Cities and I just loved the tragic,
noble ending. Any of these books could be
influential in my life, but I can’t pick just one!
At fifty years old I got the opportunity to
combine my love of children and love of books
into a career in the youth department at the
public library. It is an incredible high to read a
book and have a room full of kids hanging on
your every word! I consider myself extremely
fortunate to have found this career.

SG: It’s tough to say, because I can remember so
many books that affected me as a kid and made
me a book lover and words lover and stories
lover. But, the first book I remember having
a relationship with was Tuck Everlasting by
Natalie Babbit. Picture a quiet, dark-eyed, wiry
12-year-old girl who had just entered public
middle school from a private school – that’s me.
I really connected with Winnie, the little girl
in the book, also a loner, who spent all her time
standing outside in her yard, wondering what
was beyond its fence line and even further, in the
woods. Like Winnie, I had a longing to explore the
unknown, to have adventures, to be truly loved,
and discover magic. But the book does not have
a happily-ever-after ending. Instead, it offers a
beautiful meditation on life and death, and an
elegant exploration of the costs of diverging from
the natural cycles of human life through, in the
case of this story, immortality. I read it many
times over the years and I’ve never forgotten it.
I’ve also carried with me the sense that forests
and nature are magical holders of secrets, which
is not far from the truth.
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST
ABOUT BEING A LIBRARIAN?
LS: I love being involved in the community.
The library is becoming more and more of an
active place for families and lifelong learning.
I love being able to learn something new and
share that with my community, whether
it’s about new STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, Technology) equipment that
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we’re making available to kids, such as robots or 3D pens you can use to draw in
the air, or about a new book series that’s going to get a kid hooked on reading.
MP: Today’s public libraries are not like the libraries most of us grew up with.
Today, we are so much more than books! Of course, my favorite part of working
at the library are the books, lots and lots of books! But I also love the fact that
I am challenged to learn new things. I am constantly learning new skills and about
cutting-edge technology. In this profession, we are always learning and growing;
I get to find out about all the latest in books, which is so fun, and I also learn
new things about everything from virtual reality to how to build and run a
Lego mindstorm robot!
SG: There are so many kinds of librarians! When I first started, I worked in an
inner-city community. My favorite part of that job was meeting people where they
were and helping them achieve their goals for that day. This often meant helping
them access the Internet on a library computer, many times helping them navigate
job application websites. I enjoyed the human connection, the veil of stress falling
a little when they realized there were people there to support them while they
made transitions and went through tough times. I now work behind-the-scenes,
helping select the books, music, and other things the library provides. It’s where
I wanted to be when I decided to become a librarian. What I love most about it
is the quiet of my office, the space to think, and the autonomy. This allows me to
enjoy the best parts of my job: reading new book reviews, keeping up-to-date on
publishing news, selecting new titles for the library to purchase, and figuring out
creative strategies to make sure things are ordered and come in on schedule.
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